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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

Seaham  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1942,  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 
This  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Ministry 
of  Health  instructions,  and  is  once  again  a  much 
abbreviated  report. 

Yours  faithfully, 

WM.  JAMES  PEDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  previous  year). 

Area  :  2,467  statute  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (June,  1942),  6,047 
Estimated  number  of  separate  tenancies  (June,  1942),  6,942 
Rateable  value,  £102,399  (£102.399). 

The  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  rate,  £382  (£382) 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate —  Live  Births: — 

18.1  per  1000  estimated  population  (17.6) 

Still  Births  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births,  32.1  (25.5). 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  per  1000  live 
births,  49.8  (60  4) 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1000 
live  births,  48.8  (59.5) 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  per 
1000  live  births,  62*5  (100). 


Deaths. 


10  (20)  13  (17)  23  (37) 


0  (1) 

0  (3) 


Total  rate  per  1000  population,  11.3  (12.2). 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births,  2‘2. 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 
years) 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria 
Deaths  from  T.B.  (Pul.) 

Deaths  from  T.B.  (Non-Pul.)  ... 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the 
Heart 

Deaths  from  Circulation  (in¬ 
cluding  Intracranial) 


0  (1) 
0(1) 

3  (4) 
5(4) 
8  (6) 
5  (3) 


0  (0) 
0  (2) 

2(2) 

6  (5) 
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(6) 

(9) 

10  (7)  18  (13) 
2  (2)  7  (5) 


...31  (35)  35  (33)  66  (68) 


...22  (10)  10  (12)  32  (22) 


Deaths  from  Pneumonia,  Bron¬ 
chitis,  etc. 


14  (11)  4  (12)  18  (23) 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  for  1942  and  certain 

previous  years. 


Year 

% 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1900 

42.0 

21.1 

174 

1910 

36.4 

14  8 

122 

1920 

35.2 

16.3 

124 

1930 

23.0 

10.5 

80 

1937 

17.2 

10  3 

82.9 

1938 

16.9 

10.6 

66.6 

1939 

16.3 

10.6 

78 

1940 

18.2 

12  6 

56.9 

1941 

17.6 

122 

60.4 

1942 

18-1 

11*3 

49  8 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


(Incorporating  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — There  are  now  very  few 
dwellings  not  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

Public  Cleansing — During  the  twelve  months  ending 
31st  March,  1943,  22,888  tons  of  refuse  were  collected. 

Salvage — I  am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor  for  the  following 
statement  as  to  the  amount  of  salvage  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  31st  March,  1943: — - 


Waste  Paper 

r  •  • 

91  tons  8  cwts.  1  qr. 

Selected  Paper  ... 

... 

9  tons  18  cwts.  2  qrs. 

Light  Scrap  tins... 

•  •  • 

43  tons  15  cwts  3  qrs. 

Scrap  Iron 

•  •  • 

15  tons  13  cwts.  1  qr. 

Broken  Glass 

•  •  • 

20  tons  2  cwts.  3  qrs. 

1  lb  Jars 

,  4  , 

151 9 J  doz. 

2  lb.  Jars 

•  •  . 

502£  doz. 

3  gill  Bottles 

*  •  • 

798^  doz. 

Beer  Bottles 

•  •  • 

690J  doz. 

Sauce  Bottles 

•  •  • 

1621  doz. 

Flasks 

•  •  • 

5  doz. 

Rags 

•  •  • 

4  tons  7  cwts.  2  qrs. 

Mats  ... 

2  tons  8  cwts  3  qrs.  6  st.  7  lbs. 

Bagging 

8  cwts.  3  qrs.  6  st.  2  lbs. 

Twine 

10  st. 

Bones  .. 

•  •  - 

4  ton  10  cwts.  2  qrs.  5  lbs. 

Metal... 

•  •  • 

3  tons  17  cwts. 

Scrap  Rubber 

2  tons  1 1  cwts.  5  st. 

Metal  Scrap 

.  •  • 

3  tons  1  cwt.  2  qrs. 

Razor  Blades 

.  .  . 

33  gross  5  doz. 
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Nuisances— I  nfor  nial  notices  were  served  by  the  Sanitary 
inspector  for  the  following  insanitary  conditions.  The 
nuisances  were  all  abated  : — 


Dwel ling-houses  ^  Foul  conditions. . 

and  ■<  Structural  defects 

Schools  i  Overcrowding  .. 

Lodging  Houses 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds 
Bakehouses 
Slaughter-houses 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Dep  >sits  of  Kefuse  and  Manure 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Yard  Paving 

Defective  Traps 
No  Disconnection  from  Sewers 
(  Other  faults  .  . 


House 
D  ra  inage 


Water  Supply 
Pigsties 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  .. 
Offensive  'Trades  . 

Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 


10 

17 

19 


21 


69 


51 


66 


Shops  and  Offices,  etc - All  shops  and  licensed 

premises  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  in  all 
cases  the  responsible  persons  have  been  willing  to  under¬ 
take  any  improvements  suggested. 


Eradication  Of  Bed  Buf£S— Disinfection  and  disin¬ 
festation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority.  Houses 
are  inspected  and  disinfested  whenever  necessary.  This 
is  done  by  (i)  Powder  (Kolium  Co.);  (ii)  Insecticides 
(Kolium  Co.) ;  Cromessol  soln  A  and  B  ;  and  (iii)  Fumi¬ 
gation  (Fumex,  Kolium  and  Killgerm  Sulphur  blocks). 

Council  houses  disinfested  ...  Nil 
Other  houses  disinfested  ...  85 


Scabies  — A  scheme  was  commenced  on  the  13th  July, 
1942,  whereby  all  infected  persons  received  two  weekly 
treatments  at  the  Cleansing  Centre.  Examinations  of 
all  contacts  are  carried  out  and  the  clothing  of  infected 
persons  fumigated. 
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From  July  to  December,  1942: 

Total  number  of  persons  suffering  from  scabies  ...  287 

Total  number  of  treatments  given  ...  ...  1465 

Total  number  of  people  declared  clear  ...  233 

Average  number  of  treatments  per  case— 5.9. 


HOUSING. 

The  Local  Authority  is  the  owner  of  2,425  houses,  and 
in  addition  about  370  other  houses  taken  over  under  a 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 

The  housing  programme  is  now  in  abeyance,  but  it  is 
hoped  in  the  near  future  permission  will  be  given  to 
commence  building.  At  present  there  is  an  acute  short¬ 
age  of  houses  and  consequently  overcrowding. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply — -All  farms,  dairies  and  milk  shops  have 
been  regularly  inspected. 


Meat  and  other  Foods — 869  visits  were  paid  to  the 
central  meat  depot  and  food  shops. 

§ 


Food  condemned — Meat  133  ibs.,  Corned  beef  245 
lbs.,  Tongue  42  lbs.,  Luncheon  meat  279  lbs.,  Sausage 
meat  165  lbs.,  Casserole  steak  5  tins,  Bacon  45£  lbs., 
Eggs  2180,  Cheese  59  lbs.,  Butter  40  lbs.,  Margarine  1  lb., 
Tea  7  lbs.,  Coffee  7^  lbs.,  Coffee  essence  6  bottles,  Sugar 
13^  lbs..  Milk  8  galls.,  Milk  130  tins,  Fish  13  stones, 
Kippers  14  stones,  Herrings  1  tin,  Crayfish  1  tin,  Salmon 
1  1  tins,  Pilchards  8  tins,  Paste  2  jars,  Rabbit  6  tins, 
Soups  8  tins,  Vegetable  soup  17  tins,  Beans  20  tins, 
Pork  and  beans  1  tin,  Tomatoes  24  tins,  Peas  18  tins, 
Appl  es  5  tins,  Carrots  1  tin,  Pears  1  tin,  Marmalade  3  tins, 
Jam  66  lbs.,  Fruit  21  tins,  Fish  2  tins,  Oranges  425, 
Carrots  6  st.,  Potatoes  3  cwt.,  Turnips  3  cwt.,  Onions 
157|  lbs.,  Datella  12  lbs.,  Beetox  1  jar,  Toffee  20  lbs. 
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Food  Poisoning. — No  cases  have  been  reported. 

Disinfections. — 369  lots  of  bedding  and  houses  were 
disinfected. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

There  are  30  power  factories  and  workshops  in  the  area, 
and  13  non-power  factories.  All  these  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year. 


PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Vessels  in  the  docks  were  inspected  as  was  found  nec¬ 
essary. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  infectious  diseases 
and  Tuberculosis  are  indicated  in  the  accompanying  tables. 
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TABLE  V. 


Infectious  Disease  and  Tuberculosis  Cases 
notified  during  past  five  years. 

(Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  number  of  Deaths). 


Disease 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Scarlet  Fever 

.60  (0) 

55  (0) 

7  (0) 

31  (0) 

71 

Diphtheria  ... 

66  (5) 

54  (4) 

22  (2) 

96  (9) 

267  (7) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2  (1) 

4-(0) 

1  (1) 

3 

3 

Erysipelas 

13  (0) 

10  (0) 

5  (0) 

5 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

4  (2) 

6  (21 

7  (4) 

4 

3  (1) 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1  (0) 

1 

— 

DYleasles 

— 

101  (0) 

990  (0) 

225  (1) 

38 

*Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

25  (2) 

26  (0) 

136  (3) 

56 

Pneumonia  ... 

56  (17) 

64  (19) 

52  (10) 

62  (12} 

107 

T.B.- — 'Pulmonary 

44  (22) 

21  (16) 

20  i9) 

28  (14) 

31  (21) 

T.B  — Non- Pulmonary 

19  (6) 

8  (7) 

21  (1) 

14  (1) 

22  (4) 

Not  notifiable  prior  to  1939. 
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TABLE  VI. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods 

NOTIFICA  l  IONS 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonarv 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

15 

.  — 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

-  — 

5-10 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10-15 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15-20 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

20-25 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

25-35 

2 

7 

1 

2 

1 

4  ! 

— 

— 

35-45 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

i 

— 

— - 

45-55 

1 

- — 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

| 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

13 

18 

9 

13 

10 

11 

3 

1 
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An  analysis  of  the  figures  bring  out  the  following  facts  : 

Measles. — During  1942  only  38  cases  of  this  disease  have 
been  notified,  being  most  prevalent  in  children  of  pre¬ 
school  age.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping:  Cough  . — Only  56  cases  of  whooping  cough 
have  been  notified  during  1942,  July  and  August  being 
the  two  months  in  which  it  was  most  marked,  and  the 
majority  of  cases  occurred  in  children  of  pre-school  age. 
There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever  ■ — An  increase  occurred  in  notifications 
for  this  disease,  71  cases  being  notified,  the  majority 
being  in  children  under  10  years  of  age;  48  were 
admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria  . — -Notifications  of  this  disease  continued  to 
be  exceptionally  high  for  January,  February  and  March, 
when  there  was  a  slight  reduction  until  October  and 
November,  when  they  again  increased.  The  majority  of 
the  cases  occurred  in  children  between  the  ages  of  5-15. 
260  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  the  approximate 
total  number  of  days  spent  in  hospital  being  9968.  Of 
the  cases  notified  3*4%  had  been  completely  immunised  ; 
13.1%  had  been  partly  immunised;  and  83.5%  had  not 
been  in  any  way  protected.  7  deaths  occurred,  none  of 
whom  had  been  immunised. 

Immunisations  against  Diphtheria  : — 1777  first  and 
2402  second  injections  were  given  during  the  year. 

The  degree  to  which  the  children  were  protected 
against  Diphtheria  is  shown  by  the  return  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Under  Age  5  years 
5  years  under  15 

Course  of  immunisation  completed 

prior  to  31st  December,  1942  631  3059 

Estimated  percentage  of  child  popu¬ 
lation  fully  immunised  at  3 1  / 1 2/4 1  5.4%  51.2% 

• 

Estimated  percentage  of  child  popu¬ 
lation  fully  immunised  at  3 1  / 1 2/42  33.2%  69.5% 


r 


